INTRODUCTION
The stated or implied goal of every rape prevention program is to decrease the likelihood that program participants will commit rape. However, because of the difficulty (if not impossibility) of accurately tracking the actual occurrence of rape in a nonoffending population, prevention researchers have attempted to assess the construct of rape potential, that is, the relative likelihood that one may commit rape some time in the future. However, because the construct of rape potential is not directly observable, it must be inferred from other, more observable constructs. When evaluating the effectiveness of rape prevention programs, researchers often address the issue of rape potential by assessing proxy variables such as knowledge acquisition and changes in rape attitudes. Unfortunately, the manner in which the construct of rape potential is currently measured is problematic, as there is an overreliance on self-report measures and the validity and reliability of several commonly used measures are questionable or unknown. The purpose of this paper is to describe a measure that may help to broaden the list of observable variables used to define rape potential and to supply missing psychometric information for some commonly used rape-related measures.
In addition to aiding in outcome evaluations, an accurate assessment of males' potential for committing rape is relevant to critical forensic and treatment decisions regarding matters such as probation and parole for convicted offenders as well as treatment termination. Furthermore, if high-potential males who have yet to offend can be accurately identified, they can then be targeted in primary prevention programs (Schewe & O'Donohue, 1993b) . The prevention of actual occurrences of rape in high-risk individuals is obviously preferable to secondary or tertiary interventions. However, to achieve this goal an accurate assessment of rape potential is necessary.
Currently, assessments used to demonstrate rape potential have largely ignored situational variables. Rape potential may not be trait-like (i.e., it may vary across situations within the same individual). Increasing our ability to assess rape potential in men may help to answer questions concerning what situational variables are likely to cause males' rape potential to change across situations. This can be critical for determining the true range of highrisk situations in relapse prevention efforts (Hildebran & Pithers, 1992) .
Researchers evaluating the efficacy of treatments for convicted sexual offenders have commonly used police reports of rearrest or reconviction to track the progress of both treated and untreated offenders (Marshall, Jones, Ward, Johnston, & Barbaree, 1991) . However, tracking incidence rates would not be an effective way to measure the outcome of primary prevention interventions. First, this type of research takes years to complete and is extremely costly. Second, there is the problem of measuring incidence. Given a normal or even a high-risk population, only a small percentage of men would be expected by chance to ever commit rape. Estimates using the Sexual Experiences Survey (SES) suggest that about 9% of the male population commit acts that meet the legal definition of rape or attempted rape (Koss & Harvey, 1987) . Police reports of incidents would be unacceptable since only approximately 10% of all rapes are reported to the police, and only 50% of these result in arrest (Missouri Division of
